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Shetland, Scotland and England before and after the closure of the Iapetus Ocean

Take alook beneath a long vanished ocean.
Discover a magma chamber beneath the
waves and see how a massive collision has
brought the ocean floor to the surface.

Unst and Fetlar formed when a slab of
ocean crust and mantle was thrust onto an
ancient continent. This stranded ocean
crustis called an ophiolite. Today you can
walk across the rocks of the ancient
continent and ‘through’ the layers of
oceanic rock within the ophiolite.

The Keen of Hamar and the Heog

Each trail focuses on part of the
geological story, but it helps to
keep the overall picture in mind.

The rocks of the ophiolite formed
in layers in a magma chamber
beneath the lapetus Ocean. 420
million years ago the lapetus
Ocean closed and these rocks
were caught between two
colliding continents. The ocean
crustwas thrust, bent up steeply
and left sitting on top of
continental crust. You will see
this continental crust in the west
of theislands and explore the
stranded ocean crust in the east.

The reverse of this card contains

important advice for a safe and
successful trip.
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Looking east across the ophiolite (trail 4)

Keep safe




